Abstract


This research studies and analysis the concept of the nonviolent resistance in the Palestinian model, through presenting various dimensions in the development process of this concept by practicing different tools of the nonviolent resistance and highlighting  the key characteristics of  each historical stage in the Palestinian struggle.
It also covers the position adopted by the Palestinian factions from the nonviolent resistance and the role they played in the real practice of such kind of resistance. The key role of the Palestinian non-governmental organizations in practicing nonviolent resistance is also included in this research. 

The research aims at reaching a specific concept of the nonviolent resistance within Palestine and identifying its importance in facing the occupation, supporting the firmness of the Palestinian people on the Palestinian territories and preserving the national identity through raising and answering some questions as:  Could a nonviolent resistance in Palestine be considered as an alternative for the armed resistance or as a complementary one? Was it successful in integrating wider sectors of Palestinian people in a struggle against the occupation and revealing its cruel practices against the Palestinians? What is the position of the Palestinian factions from the nonviolent resistance? What are the imprints left by the nonviolent resistance on the journey Palestinian struggle?  

 The importance of this research is derived from highlighting one of the nonviolent resistance aspects, in a period of history where the Palestinian people have suffered from the occupation oppression and still do. Focusing on this aspect comes in an attempt to identify some resistance tools that would be practical alternatives for hindered struggle forms or those forms failed to achieve the desired goals. 

The researcher relied on the analysis of comparative historical approach, through presenting the origin and concept of the Palestinian nonviolent resistance, also by the observation of its historical development in various stages. In addition to that, the researcher employed the descriptive approach via two methods: the content analysis and the quantitive analysis thus helped in analyzing of all related documents and data as well as the comprehension of the dimensions affected by the nonviolent resistance.  

This research also relied on important primary resources on the main subject, not only through Palestinian writings but also through researches, studies and statistics written by Israeli and foreign researchers. In addition to several interviews conducted by the researcher and other external  researchers. 

Main research results could be summarized as follows:

1. The nonviolent resistance is neither a new-fashioned nor an accidental type of struggle for the Palestinian people; the nonviolent resistance phenomenon has its own means and expressions which differed according to political and historical circumstances experienced by the Palestinian grassroots activity. 
2. The nonviolent resistance aims at employing nonviolent, collective and well organized means by giving an opportunity for wide public initiatives and grassroots stand against the occupation. The nonviolent resistance is distinguished with the ability of mobilization. Looking at general grassroots and partial strikes as well as other types of nonviolent resistance (especially during the first up-rising in 1987), a good example is found for integrating various  community sectors where almost everyone made a position from farmers, workers, students, children, intellectuals, merchants, males and females, Muslims & Christians. In this period it was a shame on non-participants and the nonviolent activities has spread in all villages, towns and cities in the Palestinian territories.

3. The nonviolent resistance succeeded in achieving many national goals, like promoting the Palestinian identity, supporting the firmness of the Palestinian people on the Palestinian land, enlarging the circle of resistance and preserving the land for a longer period of time. 
4. The nonviolent resistance stimulated several countries, international organizations and the public opinion on the international level to adopt a sympathetic position towards the Palestinian cause, in addition to financial and moral support which enhanced the legitimacy of the Palestinian struggle and revealed the aggression view of the occupation. This was clear through hundreds of international resolutions in favor of the Palestinian rights at the same time condemning the Israeli policy.  

5. The nonviolent resistance is able to build up a daily schedule for resistance through the variety of tools it has, which turns the Palestinian struggle into a continuous daily practice verifying in instruments and types enjoys a wide grassroots participation. Ultimately this makes the occupation coaster.   
6. The choice of a Palestinian nonviolent resistance does not represent an alternative or a rejection for the armed struggle nor suspects its legitimacy but considers it as a parallel line for struggle. If all elements of success found in the armed struggle this would enable it to be a fruitful choice for Palestinians side by side with the nonviolent resistance but in anyway should be integrated with a general strategy for the Palestinian resistance.    

7. The transformation in the Palestinian experience form a nonviolent struggle into an armed one have mostly occurred in a none-studied way which is so apart from the strategy of a  grassroots struggle. 

In fact this transformation was an extemporaneous, unrestrained and in some cases based on transitory or factional interests. 
8. Despite the practice of nonviolent resistance tools by the Palestinian factions during the first up-rising in 1987, it is found that the concept of nonviolent resistance is not among the issues for discussion and being received as a complementary for the armed resistance, which is so far away from the convection in the powerful of the nonviolent resistance as a form   of a grassroots resistance.     

9.  Following the nonviolent resistance approach gives the Palestinians who are -for objective reasons- disabled to exceed the Israeli aggression, gives them real opportunities for resistance through the employment of methods which express the Palestinian inner potentials.
